
                                                       

 
 

Coventry Partnership Transport Theme Group 
 

8thAugust 2007 13.00 – 15.00 
Elm Bank Hazel Room 

 
Present: 
Cllr J McNicholas  Coventry City Council 
Nigel Wain   Coventry Partnership 
Bernard Delaney  West Midlands Travel 
Christine Eade   Coventry City Council 
Mike Barnes   Community Transport 
Barry Connor   Ring and Ride 
Kam Kaur   Older Peoples Partnership 
Nigel Mills   Coventry City Council 
Graham Hine   Warwick University  
Martin Trewinnard  Coventry City Council 
Gemma Rowan  UHCW 
Keith Waller   UHCW  
Lesley Kelly   Voluntary Sector 
Cllr Foster   Coventry City Council (Agenda item 6 onwards) 
Ian Burton   Routeforward 
Pat Marlow   CEN 
 
 
Apologies: 
   
Tony Lunt   PCT 
Jake Thrush   Centro 
Bob Wilson   Warwick University 
Chris Ashmore  Coventry City Council 
Elise Smithson  Coventry University 
Dilip Chauhan   Coventry City Council 
Joyce Lambert   NRF Programme management 
Su Edwards   Coventry Partnership (Minutes) 
Chris Smith   CEN 
Elenor House   NDC  
 
1. Introductions & Welcome 

 
Cllr John McNicholas welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 
2. Apologies 
 These were noted. 
 
3. Minutes & Matters Arising 
 The minutes of the last meeting were reviewed and agreed.    

Matters Arising:- 



Drop Kerbs 

Barry Connor raised the point that that the issue with the drop kerbs is 
not an amendment to the handbook as it is already included. 

Post meeting response from Nigel Mills – The Bus showcase handbook 
does cover dropped Kerbs, but only in the situations where an access 
route (e.g. pedestrian crossing is nearby) Safety considerations mean 
that they will not be installed as a matter of course). 

Barry commented that the original intention with the drop kerbs was to 
allow wheel chair access to bus stops when passengers were dropped 
of by the likes of Ring and Ride. Elsewhere where drop kerbs have 
been installed the Ring and Ride service carries many passengers to 
bus stops for onward travel. 

Barry had written a letter to Centro requesting that they reinstate the 
Drop Kerbs. John McNicholas proposed that he write a letter on behalf 
of the Theme group supporting this request 

Action 

John McNicholas to send a letter on be behalf of the Theme group 
to Centro supporting the Drop Kerb request. 

PTS Transport Eligibility 

The issue related to eligibility criteria has been forwarded to Kevin 
West from the PCT and it will be included as a future agenda item at 
the meeting. 

In Town without My Car Day 

Action Nigel Mills to update progress at the next meeting 

 UTMC Real Time Info for Sensory impaired 

  Ongoing awaiting info from Gary Marshall 

 Air Quality 

Health Theme group have advised it will be covered on a future 
meeting.  

  

 
4. LDF Consultation 

Martin Trewinnard updated the group onm the LDF consultation strategy. The 
consultation strategy has now been published and the consultation ends on 
Sept 8th. The LDF consultation can be found:- www.coventry.gov.uk/ldf.  
Various housing growth options have been considered,–  Coventry is signed 
up to growth of 24,000 new houses by 2026 but we may be pressed to move 
nearer to 44,000 new houses. Coventry is keener to embrace growth then other 
parts of the sub region, provided that it is supported by economic growth and 
jobs.  5 options for growth have been put forward:- 



·  More development in existing areas 
·  More development in city centre 
·  Building on unwanted employment sites 
·  Increase density of new housing 
·  Urban expansion – loss of green space and green belt(but not Coundon 

 Wedge or Meriden gap) 
 

The LDF considers the kind of jobs and location of jobs, mix of housing 
particularly the need for larger houses. 
 
9 different implications for transport need to be ranked in order of priority 
 

·  More priority for public transport eg – more bus lanes  
·  Making maximum use of the existing road capacity by promoting 

different travel patterns  
·  Encourage more sustainable forms of travel such as walking and 

cycling  
·  Build more roads  
·  Improving accessibility for all  
·  Provide more parking spaces  
·  Provide more park and ride opportunities  
·  Effective and enforced travel plans  
·  Encouraging flexible working hours to reduce travel demand  

 
Lesley Kelley requested that the housing numbers should include targets for 
disabled housing, Cllr McNicholas stated there was a need for more executive 
housing in the city. 
Martin commented that Growth Points money had been allocated to the city 
and was being used to look at the capacity of the city infrastructure to support 
growth. 
 
Action 
Nigel Wain to organise an extra meeting on 5th Sept to formulate the 
Theme group response to the LDF and the Theme group input into the 
Sustainable Communities Strategies 

 
 
  

  
 

5 NRF Succession Strategy 
  

Nigel Wain outlined the NRF succession strategy which has been agreed by 
the Partnership board. The Succession Framework is simply a cohesive way of 
making sure that all the good practice and lessons from NRF get to the right 
partners, in the right shape and at the right time to maximise the legacy of and 
influence on mainstream services of NRF projects. Joyce will be in contact 
with the NRF projects, sponsors and theme group leader to progress the 
strategy for Routeforward.  

 
  

6.         Routeforward 
  

Christine Eade presented the Routeforward progress and option appraisal for 
Routeforward. The slides are attached 



The presentation highlighted the many achievements of the project, its 
recognition at Regional and National level , the work of the travel trainers and 
travel buddies, the extent the Neighbourhood Travel Planners have engaged 
with the different disadvantaged groups and the ongoing achievements of the 
Swiftlink and PCT transport services. 
 
The project was working on a 5 year Service plan with Community Services to 
provide ongoing support to the Learning disabilities service by reducing the 
expenditure on in-house transport provision. 
 
Unfortunately Community Services have been unable to commit to this. 
Community services and have proposed continuing the service in house. The 
precise details of this were unclear. 
 
The Routeforward team are therefore looking to provide the service to a wider 
audience including Young people, People with disabilities, Refugees, 
Hereward College and looking at a business model based on a social 
enterprise. 
 
Proposals will be taken to the October steering group meeting. 
 
Cllr McNicholas thanked Christine for her enthusiasm and what she has 
achieved so far and expressed the support of the Theme group in finding a way 
to sustain the project. 
 
Pat Marlow asked why Swiftlink no longer took people to hospital 
appointments, Mike Barnes responded that Swiftlink was now focused on 
taking people to employment. 
 
Mike Barnes also reported that the Volunteer transport service for older people 
(Active) would launch in the autumn. 

 
7. Cabinet member introduction 
 

Cllr Kevin Foster outlined his role as the Cabinet member for City 
Development including Transport. Previously he had been cabinet member for 
City Services. 
 
Cllr Foster summarised this as being a very interesting time for Transport in 
Coventry and the West Midlands with the opportunities offered by the 
Transport Innovation Fund. There are better rail links to London than the 
surrounding areas and there will be challenges to provide transport to access 
the major new developments in the City Centre.  We need to persuade people 
to get out of cars and into buses The TIF fund of £1.5b is available to help 
provide alternative transport.  Cllr Foster looked forward to working with the 
Theme group to continue to improve Transport in the city. 
 
Cllr McNicholas said it is important to have the Cabinet member for Transport 
on the Theme group.   

 
8. Voluntary Sector Issues 
 

Barry Connor reported that as a result of feedback at the last forum he had 
agreed with the Ring and Ride advisory panel that they should approach 
Centro to request if Carers could obtain concessionary travel. 



Christine Eade commented that carers would be able to use the Taxi rider 
service 
 
 
 
  

9. CEN Issues 
The CEN workshop had been held. The usual issues were discussed. There 
was a consensus that smaller feeder buses were need to link to the main routes.  
In response to concerns about the availability of accessible transport Bernard 
Delaney reported that he was looking into offering to guarantee accessible 
buses would be available on certain routes or else travel Coventry would pay 
for a Taxi. 
Barry Connor was interested in working with Travel Coventry to provide 
feeder services with Ring and Ride if accessible buses were guaranteed. Barry 
will follow up this outside with Bernard outside the meeting. 
 
  
 

10. Right Of Way Consultation 
 

Nigel Mills reported that the Rights of Way consultation will run from 24th 
August till 26th November. He will email details when the document is 
published. 
 

11. Sustainable Communities Strategy 
 

Input to the Sustainable Communities Strategy will be covered at the extra 
Theme group meeting on Sept 5th. 
 

12. Communications 
Hospital 
Keith Waller updated the group with the latest development at the Hospital. 
The Boulevard is substantially complete. The landscaping will be finished by 
Mid November. The Red lanes will be used by Buses and ambulances. All 
original planned car park places are in use (2,500 spaces). The Showcase Park 
and ride has finished. An extra 1850 parking places are in for planning. 
 
Travel Coventry Revisions to Timetable 
Bernard highlighted that the Bus timetable changes from 2nd Sept , particularly 
to the 34 and number 3&4 routes are now published on the Travel Coventry 
web site 
This would increase the capacity from the City Centre to the hospital by 22%. 
New timetables would be available in the week before the service changes 
came into effect. 
  

 
13. Items for future meeting: 

 
Swanswell Initiative 
City Centre Parking 
Mystery Shopper 
Accessibility Planning 
Prime Lines Update 
Walking and Cycling, Clean Air Updates 
Rights of Way 



Sustainable Communities 
Warwick University transport issues 
NDC transport issues 

 PTS eligibility criteria 
 New Cabinet Member 

 
14. Any Other Business 

 
15. Future meeting dates: 
 

Wed 5th Sept 3pm -5pm – Rosewood Room Elm Bank 
Wed Oct 17h 2-pm – 4pm –Warwick University 

        


