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Coventry Partnership Environment Group  

 
Minutes of Meeting held on Tuesday 11th September 2 007 
 
1. Welcome and apologies 

 
Present;  
Claire Cunniffe Warwickshire Wildlife Trust 
Jacqueline Jones  West Midlands Fire Service 
Phil Jones Community Empowerment Network 
Bob Keith Groundwork Coventry and Warwickshire (Chair) 
Mike Murray CCC Planning and Transportation  
June Morley Coventry Partnership Secretariat 
Chris Thomas CCC Sustainable Cities Team 
Jenny Venn CCC Chief Executive's  
Adrian West CCC City Services (Advisor) 
 
Apologies;  
David Hudson Environmental Agency 
Rob Lunt Environmental Agency 
Eleanor House NDC 
Andy Duncan CCC City Development 
Ann Oliver CCC Environmental Health 
Jackie Fox Neighbourhood Management 
 

Item Issue Discussion  Action  
2. 
 
 
 

Minutes of the last 
meeting & Matters 
Arising 
 

Item 3 – Bob is continuing to work with the 
Partnership Secretariat and the Consultant to take 
forward proposals for ensuring that sustainability is 
built into the Partnership's activities which will now 
focus more on future activities than evaluating past 
work.   
 
Item 4 – Bob Keith is on the Board for the Green 
Space Strategy. 
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Item Issue Discussion  Action  
3. Climate Change 

Strategy 
 
 

Chris Thomas gave a presentation on the Climate 
Change Strategy. The key points that were raised 
were: 
·  Global vulnerable communities should be 

considered as well as those in Coventry. 
·  More disadvantaged areas have less chance of 

becoming "green" because "green" is more 
expensive.  

·  Residents concreting their front gardens are 
putting pressure on the drains. 

·  More green areas need to be created. 
·  There is a potential conflict in that letting grass 

grow long to support biodiversity could cause 
more field fires? If the grass is not cut on a 
regular basis the public will need to be 
educated as to why this is happening to 
prevent complaints. 

·  Lack of cycling lanes around school areas. 
·  Noise pollution was not mentioned in the 

strategy. 
 
The draft Strategy will be considered by the 
Council's Cabinet this afternoon and the Coventry 
Partnership Board after which 3 months of public 
consultation will follow.  

 

4. 
 
 
 

Local 
Development 
Framework  
 
 
 

Mike summarised some of the key findings from 
the Sustainability Appraisal in which the Group was 
involved during August.  
 
Claire reported that the Wildlife Trust has 
submitted a response and offered to copy this to 
Chantelle for circulation to the Group. 
 
Bob will respond on behalf of the Group drawing 
out any key messages from the Appraisal and 
drawing attention to the Group's previous 
submission.  
 

Chantelle to 
circulate 
summary of 
outcomes from 
Sustainability 
Appraisal and 
WWT response 
 
Bob to submit 
revised 
response 
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Item Issue Discussion  Action  
5. Sustainability 

Community 
Strategy 
 
 
   

Jenny Venn gave a presentation summarising 
progress so far and next steps on the Development 
of the Sustainable Community Strategy (the 20 
year plan that will replace the Coventry Community 
Plan) and the Local Area Agreement presented a 
tabled paper version of powerpoint slides.  
 
The new structure proposes making the climate 
change and sustainable development issues on 
which the group is leading a cross cutting priority 
that all parts of the Partnership will need to 
address. It also proposes setting up a separate 
group to look specifically at street scene 
environmental issues. 
 
The Group agreed to circulate any comments to 
Chantelle and Bob, Adrian and June will meet to 
provide a response which will contribute to the 
Partnership meeting on 10th October.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All to provide 
any additional 
comments on 
the to Adrian, 
Bob and June 

6. AOB Mike Murray informed the Group that a 
consultation is currently taking place on the Right 
of Way Improvement Plan. The consultation 
document is on the Council's Website - 
www.coventry.gov.uk - see the Consulting 
Coventry link on the left hand side of the page. 
 

 

 
Future Meeting:  
·  2.00p.m. – 4.00p.m. Thursday 6th December 2007 Lind en Room, Corporate 

Training Centre 
 
 


